order directly, or indifeQly, uſe 
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Second Miene Cnanra of 1 


Mentioned g in a Laurens 


and chat lie has n by highſelf, nor his agetits, by | Br 
corruption among the cleftory to obtain their hol | 


or fuffrages in his favour, © 03-3 
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ug 15 5 one Nd all voters to declare upon an 
„ thgt they do not hold, enjoy, occupy, or _pay 


rent for their tenure, with mY reſtriction” vpon 


them to vote. 
W | - 


Thing y, That any peer of "the ! making 


: intereſt, meddling or interfering in any election, 


for any county, &Cc. as above, directly or indirectly, 
By himſelf or his agents, or obliging any burgeſs 


by to comply as he or they may direct to their in- 
tereſt, views, or defigns, for voting for any cat 


pet impede, N 


te, or who ſhall, or may in any teſ 

prevent, or obſtruet any burgeſs from giving his 

vote free and independent; ſhall on the oath 1 
exedible witneſſes forfeit the penal ſum of 1 


* | and! in default of payment, be deprived of his peer: 4 


age, "and. of bolging any place cither civil Wye 0 mili- 
5 under the une. 9 


4 
*. 


+ 'Fourthly, That 1 no — or American. 


: Ke / # * *4 mem 


1 


member ſhall 3 hold or enjoy any ee poſt 
or place, either civil or military, or ſhall receive 
any bribe, penſion or lucrative employment either 


foreign or domeſtic by himſelf or any perſon or 


perſons in truſt for him during the time of his 
being a member of Parliament, and if found of- 
fending therein, ſhall, on conviction of two or more 
eredible witnefles, forfeit the penal ſum of £ © 

and be for ever after incapable of ſerving as a 
repreſentative of the free people of Great Britain 
or Ameriea on any future election whatſoever: 
And for the more ſpcedy and effectual puniſhment 
of ſuch perſon or perſons, as ſhall or may attempt 
or offer at this breach of the conſtitution; no peer, 
commoner, or other | perſon or perſons proſecuted 
on this charge, ſhall have any priviledge of par- 
hament in the proſgcution, or event of the ſaid 
fuir, but that any perſon within the county, upon 
evidence of two eredible witneſſes, may ſue the (aid 


peer or peers, .commoner, - or commoners, or other 


perſon or perſons engag d in ſuch ceRiniticoaT 
meaſure, in any of his Majeſty s Courts of Record, 


and obtain judgment and execution thereon ; the 
ſaid 


1 p — 
ar 
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ſaid ſuit to be carried on at "es. expence of the 
county, and the proſecutor or proſecutors to be paid 
ſor their loſs of time, trouble and expences, out of 


the county money, by an order of the juſtices of 


the peage, at their quarter ſeſſions; and if any 


diſpute ariſes about the ſaid ſuit, a meeting of the 
frecholders ſhall be called, to ſettle the * and 
| be by them finally ee 


7 


F thy, That any 1 citizen, burgels, 


4 &c. receiving any bribe, place, or penſion, direct or 
indirect for his or their vote; or any burgeſs hold- 
ing any tenure to vote for any perſon or * 


who are or have been placemen or 


the two laſt parliaments, or either of them, fuck 


perſon or perſons, ſhall, on the oath of two credible 
witneſſes, forfeit the penal ſum of ( and be for 
ever incapable of voting at any future election for any 


county, city, or borough, &c, in Great Britain, 


or for any repreſentative in , and be ſued 
as above mentioned. 


' Sixthly, That any ſheriff or {herifts, guilty of 
| falſe 


8 E 5 1 


4 Ses n charter, che 
cuſtom, and priviledges of the county, city, uni- 

verſity, borough, or cinque port, 5 eſtabliſhed by 
law for elections, or any returning officer preſiding 
at any election, who ſhall impede or prevent any 
election, ſhall on the bath of two credible witneſſes, 


forfeit the penal ſum of and be ſued as above 


mentioned. 


Note, All ie chore gust Gs de he copia 


for the uſe of the caunty after the expences are 


paid. 


Serenthly, Phat of fate. require ſtate 
officers to be in ge for , communicating 
matters, that may be conſitlered and debated in 
council, and other inci affairs of ſtate for de- 
liberation of parliament; Let it be enacted, That 
the under mentioned oſſicers of ſtate, either civil 
or military, only ſhall have ſeats in parliament ; 
and that the under mentioned officers being either 
peers or commoners, ſhall have their ſeats and 
votes, as members of the Houſe of Commons from 

8 their 


„ Ri aA 6 1 * 


Witir poſt e or 'offich' only, as they cannot by cho- 
x fen by this bill as repreſentatives for a free people; 
Let it therefore be enacted, That all the under- 
mentioned officers of ſtates” as allo the twelve alder- 
men and two ſheriffs, herein after likewiſe 'men- 
tioned during their ſervice or ' attendance in the 
Hovſe'of Commons, do wear by way of diſtinction 
a medal with: his majeſty's buſt, hung in a purple 
ribband at their button hole in their cloatks, with: 
this motto, Amor Patria Georgius Tertius 1771 
and on the reverſe, a Britannia. Motto, I will! 


„Tilt er mch State Officers; 


Two ad of the Treaſury, 
Two Attorney and Solieitor Generals. 
Two Secretaries of State 
One Chancellor of the Exchequer.. 
Two Eords of the Admiralty. 
One Paymaſter General. == 
One General in Chief of the Forces: 
One Secretary of State for the Colonies: 
One Secretary of War. : | 


One 


. 


C41 


One Maſter of the Ordnance. 

One Lord of Trade. 

One Commiſſioner an the. Aves” Office. 
One Com miſſioner of the Cuſtoms. 
Seventeen members of State, all to be nomi- 


nated by the king > durante bene placito. 5 10 


Twelve Aldermen of the city of London to be 
choſen annually, beſides the four conſtitutional 
members for the grandeur of the metropolis, but 
not to hold, enjoy, or poſſeſs any place, or contract 
from, or under government, nor to engage during 

their ſeat for any contract, jobbs, or emoluments 


with government, thereby to avoid being eſteemed 
biaſſed perſons,” to take the- oath of 1 e and 


corruption, but no qualifieatibn wat. | 
Two Sheriffs for the county of Middleſex and 
London, as annually e neither oath: 'of 0 


9 


B17. 0 * 10 


lification requiſite. | | 
Thirty- one additional members. N 


Eighthly, That for uniting and frengthening Great 


Britain with America, and for torming a grand 
em- 
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em pire for the moſt political reaſons, a repreſen- 


tation is. neceflary for America to effect this plan; 


that their membets are to be on the eftabliſhment | 


of our conſtitutional members; (qualification ex- 
cepted) but to diſtinguiſh the one from the other, 


the American members to wear a blue ribband at 


their button hole of their cloaths,, with his majeſty's 


buſt: motto, amor patriæ 'Georgius Tertius 1771 


on the reverſe, Britannia, with a child aint: 
motto, ee 6 to 7 


Liſt of ſuch Son members. 
Tod for Hudſon's Bays. mi thoſe party North- 


Wd; *: n . | 


e e eee end the Ilands f is the 


* of St. Lawrence. 


Two Nora tts 

Four for New England, and New Le, 

Six for the Indian Nations, behind the above 
nentioned ſettlements ; by Britons choſen {rom the 


province of New England and New York. 
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19 0 
Two for Eaſt and Weſt Jerſeys. 
Two for Penſylvania. 
Two for Maryland. 


Two for Virginia. 
Six for the Indian Nations Ed theſe four 


laſt provinces, to be by Britons choſen, from the 
ſaid provinces. 

Two for North and South Carolina. 

Two for Georgia. 

Two for Florida, quite to the mouth of the 


Miſſiſippi. 
Four for the Iſlands, as „ Caribbees, Bahama, & c. 


Four for Jamaica. 

Two for Barbadoes. 3 

Forty - eight American members. 

Ninthly, Let it be enacted, That as the con- 
ſtitutional members, and American members, are 
debarred by this bill from any place or penſion, 


or any lucrative employment under government: 
that whenever any ſtate lottery is wanted for the 


uſe of government, that theſe members only, ſhall 


have the tickets delivered among them, ſhare and 
1 | ſhare 


- 


4 * 9 
ſhare lhe at the intrinſic value, to be at their 
option, to ſubſcribe or diſpoſe of their ſhares, on 
paying the ated payments, or their value; and 
that they be delivered from the treafury as early 


as poſſible for negociation, no priviledge Res 
on default of payment. 


Tenthly, Let it be ee That che four” fol- 
| lowing fleets be kept up in time of peace, for the 
ſecurity of his majeſty's dominions in all parts of 
the world, to be ready againſt any ſurprize from the 
common enemies of Great Britain upon her ter- 
ritories, poſſeſſions, trade or navigation. It being 


the only plan to preſerve the force of treaties, ſe- 
cure the commerce and intereſt of this kingdom, 
and to. give weight to all future negociations; 
as theſe fleets can be ſupported and maintained 
without incumbring the revenue, without laying 
any tax on the people of Great Britain, or creating 
any additional charge to the navy account. This plan 
hath been laid before the Right Hon. the Earl of 
8— for his lordſhip's conſideration, and de- 
| | „„ 
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fared afterwards to be preſented to the king for his 
 approbation, the ſecond of March 1771. | 


CHANNEL SQUAD RON. 

Thirteen ſhips of ſeventy or ſeventy · four guns. ; 

Twelve ſhips of ſixty or a es guns. 

Twelve frigates. 

Twenty cutters or floops. 

Two fire ſhips. 

Two bombs. 

Note, Twelve or fourteen fail of this ſquadron 
of the line ſhould be always ſheathed and ready 
for foreign ſervice, to aſſiſt the other fleets in caſe 
of accident, or neceſſity _ 


M1iDIiTERRANEAN OQUADRON> 


Seven ſhips of ſeventy or ſeventy-four guns, 

Seven ſhips of ſixty or ſixty- four guns. 

Five frigates. | 

One bomb. | . 


One fire ſhip. ö b 
&$8T 


: '\ 
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Six ſhips of ſeventy or ſeventy-four guns, 
Ten ſhips of ſixty or ſixty- four 380 
Five frigates - 
One bomb. 
One fire ſhip. 
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AMERICAN SQUADRON. F 
Eight ſhips of ſeventy or ſeventy- four guns. b 
Eight ſhips of faxty or ſixty-four guns. 1 
Ten frigates 1 
Two fire ſhips. = 
Total, ſeventy-one fail of the Has, thirty-two: —_ 

frigates, fix bombs, fix fire ſhips, with fifty- three | 1 | 
- thouſand regiſtered ſeamen to be eſtabliſhed by par- Y 
liament. 


Eleventhly, That as a laſting peace by the miſ- 
conduct of our impolitic miniſters is very preca- 
rious; Let it be enacted, that ſeventy-one fail of 
the line, thirty-two frigates, be annually kept in 


Our 


11 


our harbours in conſtant repair and docked, ſo as 
to be ready and fit to put into commiſſion; and that 
the ſuperviſors, and board of admiralty, be an- 


ſwerable for any neglects, in a large penal ſum of 
1 ; to the end, that the above number of 


2 
ſhips may be fit for ſervice in leſs than three months, 
if wanted; and as to the manning of theſe ſhips, 
one of the plans herein after mentioned will be 
ſo efficacious as to man this number of ſhips in 
the three months: without diſtreſſing the mer- 
chants ſervice, by ſtripping them of their failors ; 
but inſtead of that, to furniſh them with proper 
convoys to force their trade on the eve of a war; 
and not be ſubject to ſuch high inſurances as are 
generally given ; theſe fleets will be manned at one 
fourth of the expence lately adopted, without 
treating our fellow creatures with ſuch uncommon 
hardſhips, barbarities, and other cruel uſage which 
they have met with on board the tenders, and 


other ſhips deſtined for ſuch ſervice. 


Twelfthly, It is propoſed by this bill, to keep 
= the 


«a NC—¾.́ß WW 3 
: the ſame number of land RO and militia as. 
eſtabliſhed. 


Thirteenthly, Let it be enacted, That in com- | 
memoration of his preſent majeſty's goodneſs and 
love to his ſubjects, in promoting this grand in- 
dependency of parliament, and maintaining the 3 
honour of his crown, and the welfare of his peo- 4m 
ple, that an additional grant of Z 200,000 annually —_ 
be made to the civil lift, and for ever be tacked: N 
to the bill, as well for the ſplendour and dignity = 
of the crown, as for the better ſupport of his il- 2 
luſtrious family, and to avoid all arrears and = 

_ deficiencies ; alſo that the ſum of { 100,000 be 4 
likewiſe annually granted for ſecret ſervice money, 
without account, and tacked to this bill. 


A Lis+ of divers elegible plans ready to be ex- —_ 
plained and demonſtrated to a patriotic miniſtry, „ 
or to a committee, which ſhould: be neceſſary | I 
to be annexed to. the bill, and which, when: = 
approved, and paſſed into a law, with the grand. = 
conſtitutional. bill by king, lords and com- 

mons, 
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mons,. will be found fully to anſwer the ends 
propoſed. 


Firſt, A Plan to take into pay twenty-five rough 
ambaſſadors, who ſpeak all languages, their weight, 
influence and force, ſucceed in moſt negociations; 
they will not make a bad treaty, or an infamous 
convention. 5 1 


When their ſovereign ſays, go, execute my com- 
mands, they return with the motto, veni, vidi, 
vici; gold will not ſtick to the palm of their 
hands: their conſequence and ſervice will be fully 
Pr oved and explain d, in the ruin of © our enemies. 


Secondly, A plan for a nurſery of Sn to 990 
port the bulwarks of Great Britain. 


Thirdly,. A plan for to give more encourage- 
ment to ſeamen, by a more regulaf pay, by better 
and cheaper ſtores and proviſions than are com- 
monly provided for them, by thoſe who have the 


care of that department for their ſupport when at 
ſca, 


6 6 J 


ſea, and a more equal deſtribution of prize money; ; 
ſo that this uſeful body of men, the only fafe- 
guard of Great Britain, may not for the future 
ſuffer the hardſhips they have been oblig'd to 
ſubmit to ſor many n py theſe ro A bes 


be A 5 to profent. Savoaling!s in ge- 


neral, but eſpecially in the articles of wool and 


ſheep, ſo detrimental to his majeſty's revenue and 
ſubjects, (the millſtone of our woollen manufactory) 


the cauſe of the decline of that benefacial branch 


of trade, by which that channel of wealth is de- 
ſtroyed, and really gone from us like a bird of 
paſſage 3 for by the quantity of our wool run or 
ſmuggled, we looſe that beneficial manufactory, and 
workmanſhip equal to ſixteen millions ſterling per 
annum, which is the principal cauſe of numbers of 
our artificers tranſporting themſelves into all parts 
of the world to find bread, whilſt thoſe who remain 
at home are reduced to the pariſh or work houſe, 
for want of trade and proper encouragement, and 
the grand ſource of the high encreaſe of poor rates 


in many counties of this kingdom. 


Fiſthly, 


1 
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Fifthly, A plan to raile four millions annually, 
either in peace or war, without any tax on the people 
of Great Britain, which will ſupport the navy ap- 
pointed by this bill in time of peace. 


Sixthly, A plan to ſettle all national accounts at a 
fixed time, and for thoſe accounts to be laid before 
parliament, for their approbation of the 83 


money as expended. 


Seventhly, A plan to regulate that no officers 
either by ſea, or land, ſhall have any buckram men, 
nor {ink their pay, proviſions, &c. &c. &c. 


Eighthly, A plan to prevent fraudulent bank- 
ruptcies, the frequency of which (at this preſent 
juncture) is a great loſs to trade and credit, and 
a grand cauſe of making bad manufactories in 
all kind of goods, and a diſcredit to a trading 


nation. 


Ninthly, A plan to man our navy in an expe- 
* ditious 
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ditious manner, 1 at little expence to the publick 


when a war, or. the ſtate requires a larger fleet than 


| appointed by this bill, 


T enthly, A BY 5 to prevent in a great meaſure 
our enemies invading us, by paſſing the channel in 
time of war. 


Eleventhly, A plan to eftabliſh an univerſal trade 
between Great Britain and America for mutual ſup- 


port, the encreaſe of immenſe riches to both, and 


firmly unting them in this grand work. 


Twelſthly, A . to raiſe the apres always 
within the year, either peace or War; to aboliſh all 


jobs, contracts and douceurs of the publick money; 
to take off thoſe pernicious taxes and impediments 
in trade, which effect the labouring part of the 
kingdom, and conſequently diminiſh the ſale of 
our woollen manufactory abroad, by enhancing the 
price, ſuch as ſoap, tallow and candles. 


| Explanations and remarks touching the uſes and 
benefits 


LF]. 
benefits of this grand conſtitutional bill, under 
each head, for the people of Great Britain. 


The firſt five heads of this bill, will ſecure 
you the following great advantages; they will 
prevent bribery and corruption, domeſtick or fo- 
reign z ſecure good treaties, conventions, - and ne- 
gociations ; furniſh you with honeſt miniſters, con- 
firm to you your. conſtitutional laws, root out ve- 
nality from your counties, cities, and boroughs, &c. 
and cauſe your parliaments to be rever'd an d fear d 
throughout the univerſe. 


Sixth head will ſecure all your elections from 
tumult, and render them conſtitutional, according 
to the charters and priviledges originally granted 

and confirmed by our ancient kings to the . 


of England. 


* 


Seventh head will fix ſuch a number of place- 
men as may be neceſſary for diſpatch of publick 
buſineſs, from their poſts or offices only, as none 


can be choſen either civil or military by this bill; 
their 
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[ 2 ] 
their number cannot influence your parliaments, 
no influenced counties, boroughs, &c. can by this 
bill return any man as a repreſentative, who holds: 
a place civil or military, or who is poſſeſſed of any 
lucrative employment; you may ſay, they may chooſe: 
men who are connected with others that have em- 
ployment; this will be difficult to aſſertain; Ion, 
however, that intereſt cannot be durable, nor be 
compared to the real benefit and uſe of a perſon 
who poſſeſſes the ſame in his own right, therefore 
that intereſt of connection is unſtable, and not to 
be feared; beſides, the ignominy ſuch eandidate 
will Nn on himſelf; for which reaſon I recom- 
mend a fix'd number of placemen from office 


only, and noge to repreſent a free people from 
choice. 


I mu here make a ſhort digreſſion in apolo- 
gizing to the naval and military. officers, which: 
are excluded by this bill, whoſe ſervices, rank and: 
commiſſions ſhould not place them: in the claſs. 
of placemen or penſioners, as the greateſt vene- 


ration and regard ſhould. be paid to. thoſe worthy: 
gen- 


1 21 7 ; 


gentlemen - therefore their bond ſhould | by all 


means be preſerved, and their ſervices for their coun- 


try, in their reſpective ranks eſteemed. Theſe 
gentlemen above mentioned, after having ſerved 


their country many years with the greateſt dignity, 


honour and courage, and riſked. their lives in its de- 
fence, are often choſe your repreſentatives ; but 
alas | corruption from the different ſet of ſtateſmen, 
as mentioned in the letter addreſſed to the people 
of Great Britain, referring to this bill, publiſhed a 
few days ago, hath often ſtained the annals of 
England, and diſhonoured the ;merits of many of 
the. braveſt officers in our ſervice, who ought. to 
wear a crown of laurels in that very houſe, where 
ſome of them have ſold their votes to oblige the 
miniſters; how irkſome; how ignominious; how 
deteſtible is it for a brave man, to be oblig'd to vote 
againſt his conſcience, to the prejudice of his coun- 
try, or elſe to looſe his bread, and be diſmiſs'd 
from his command, notwithſtanding his paſt ſer- 
vices for the ſtate ; of which we have had recent 
examples. The miniſter regards no man's intereſt, 
views, or deſigns but his own, and muſt be obeyed; 
G there- 


| 


$09] 
therefore it is abſolutely neceſſary that theſe gentle- 
men ſhould preſerve their honour by a total inde- 
pendance, in not being fubje& to the arbitrary 
dictates of a miniſter to vote as he pleaſes ; beſides, 
duty generally requires them in another place as 
guardians of the greateſt truſt the nation can con- 
fide, viz. the defence of their lives and properties; for 
theſe reaſons they may eaſily diſpenſe os exclu- 

ded from 0 members. 


But "TE a contrary opinion ſhould: pre- 
vail ; it would then be expedient, that the follow- 
ing oath ſhould be adminiſtered to all naval and 
military officers, offering themſelves as candidates 
for any county, city, &c. before the poll begins. 


Firſt, The qualification oath; then, that he 
will not receive any bribe or penſion, poſt or office, 
more than the one he holds or ſhall hold, either 
military or naval, whilſt he is a repiclintative ; that 
he will not directly or indirectly vote according to 
the requeſt, deſire, or command of any miniſter, 


or his agents, nor be influenced by the poſt he 
holds, 
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holds, but will vote on all occaſions as the exigencies 
of his country require him to do; that on his or 
their oaths, any miniſter, or his agent aſking, di- 
recting, influeneing, or writing to him or them to 
attend the houſe, ſhall, on conviction, be immediately 
expelled the houſe, and ſhall pay a large fine; one 
half to ſuch officer, and the other half to the uſe of 


Greenwich hoſpital.. 


- You will pleaſe to remark, that the ths al- 
dermen, and the two ſheriffs, being all nominal 
members, altho they are choſen by the livery, 
are a full counterpoize againſt placemen, ſuch as 
are beforementioned ; and upon mature reflection, it 
will be found, that boch will add ſplendour, weight, 
and power to the crown, and to the people of Eng- 
land; at the ſame time that it ſhews their grandeur 
to all foreign powers; the medal they are digniſied 
with, to diſtinguiſh them, is honourable and great, 
and makes them appear as men of conſequence in 
your national council. 


Eighth, This head cannot be ſully explained here, 
it 
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it is a cabinet affair, and calculated for e 
em pirß in che weſtern, part of the world. 


Ninth / explains it own ov wy 


"Tenth heed. This would: take up volumes 
to define; the benefits, advantages, and uſes. that 
will attend this article, by bringing in national 
wealth, happineſs and glory : I ſhall therefore be 
as brief here as poſſible, in conveying only an idea 


or two on this head. Firſt, it is abſolutely neceſſary, 


let the expence be what it will, altho' reduced to 
the moſt narrow Danes, to maintain and 
keep theſe fleets to preſerve your trade,- and prevent 
you from being ſlaves; this is the ground work of 
all your future happineſs, the ſource of power, 
wealth and riches, and the ſource for univerſal trade; 


ſome of the many ill conſequences brought on us, 


and the dangers we are expos'd to by the neglect 


of miniſters in this capital article, are as follows: 


your national debt, in the courſe of years, attended 
with a load of taxes, continual inſults in the time 
of peace from foreign powers, the great decline 
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of, and the many encroachments on your trade, 

great want of ſailors, who are inticed into foreign 

ſervice, or drove there by neceſſity and diſtreſs; 

all powers being fond of your hearts of oak; great 

mm bounties given when you want them, and none 
4 at to be found; preſſing, forcing, and bad uſage 

XX made uſe of: on a peace you diſmiſs theſe brave 

4 = tars, force them to beggary and the highway, their 
= pay earn'd with hardſhip cannot be received, their - 
fmall ſhare of prize money devoured by agents, 

| (called vultures) thus you deſtroy the very bul- 
_ warks of your oven country, and a ſet of men no 
" nation can equal, 
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1 All weak, ſupine, corrupt and ignorant mini- 
7 ſters pretend to ſay, this navy cannot be ſupported 
I in time of peace, but cry out ſavings | ſavings the 
public money muſt be ſaved! Have you at any 
time experienced for theſe ſixty years paſt, as by 
the letter juſt now publiſhed referring to this bill, 
any ſavings ; on the contrary, you have found and 
experienced, that a debt of about one hundred and 
fifty millions, is now weighing you down, and yet. 
H vou 
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you are very near a bankruptcy for want of this nayy. 
It is clear, and eaſy to demonſtrate, what a nar- 


row eſcape you have had laſt year; what a fortunate 
deliverance from being ruined for ever, or being 
any more a maritime power, which can always be 
effected by the enemy, if you have no navy in har- 
bour, for in this conſiſts the maritime force of the 


nation.; thanks to the care and vigilance of thoſe 


who are intruſted with the charge, that our mari- 
time ſtrength. in June. laſt, conſiſted of about two 
ſhips of the line, and two or three frigates in the Me- 


diterranean ; about one ſhip of the line, and two 


frigates for all America; two frigates in the Eaſt In- 


dies; about fix or ſeven guard ſhips at home, not fit 


for ſea. O ſhameful mininiſters! a glorious navy in- 
deed for Old England to preſerve the empire of the ſea, 


O ſhameful miniſters, how can you riſk the ho- 
nour and ſafety of your king in this manner; and 
the lives and properties of the. people of Great 
Britain 3 a petty piratical ſtate of Barbary is now 


more powerful at ſea: but before I ſet forth your ene- 


mics flects, every man that hath any knowledge of 
| France 


. 11 
France or Spain, except a ſhort ſighted miniſter, 
muſt know the police of their marine, and under- 
Rand with what diſpatch they can man their fleets 
on any emergency. - 


Firſt, The Toulon ſquadron generally conſiſted 
of twelve or fourteen fail of ſhips of the line, fit 


for ſea. 


Secondly, The Carthagena fleet confiſted of four 
or five ſhips of the line, fit for ſea. 


Thirdly, The Cadiz ſquadron conſiſted of fif- 
teen or ſixteen fail of the line, fit for ſea, 


Fourthly, The Ferrol ſquadron conſiſted of fiſ- 
teen or ſixteen ſail of the line, fit for ſea. 


Fiſthly, The Breft ſquadron confiſted of fifteen 
or ſixteen fail of the line, fit for ſea; as to the fea- 
men they have them at a call by a well con- 
ducted regiſtry : theſe e is far from being 
exaggerated. 


Rumour upon rumour, preparation on prepa- 
ration in all the ports abovementioned, that theſe 
fleets 
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fleets were deſtin'd to Gail; nothing done at home 
till October laſt, Let me aſk our vigilant miniſters, 
what ſquadron had they to oppoſe the junction of 
the Toulon ſquadron with that of Cadiz; or how 
could they have ſupported Mahon and Gibraltar, 
if your enemy had thought fit to attack either 
of thoſe places; anſwer, our ſquadron there would 
ſerve for expreſſes, to bring us the news they were 


both taken; excellent policy this, and very in- 


tereſting news for old England. But I muſt aſk 
again, what oppoſition could your navy make, to 
prevent a junction of the Toulon and Cadiz ſqua- 


drons, with the Ferrol ſquadron, and then next 


with the Breſt ſquadron: what an amazing ſight 
would it be to behold all theſe ſhips in your chan- 
nel, forming one combin'd fleet, with a broom at 
the top-maſt heads of ſome of them, ſweeping, de- 
ſtroying, and taking all your ſhips, even out of 
your very harbors ; towing along with them the 
few fit for ſervice, and burning your rotten bottom 
ones, except they ſhould havethe complaiſance to leave 
you only as many as would ſerve you as fiſhermen, 


to bring them bacalhao, or cod fiſh for their lent ſea- 


ſon, 


a 


164 5 


ſon, half the ſquadron . was bbs to 


effect it; and to land 100,000 of their troops if they 
pleas'd, to teach you their paternoſter; for at this very 


period, after preſſing, working double tides, and 


alarmed in all parts of the globe ; your channel 
ſquadron fit for ſea, did not amount to above 


twenty-four fail of the line of battle, without any 


other ſquadron in any other part of the world, nor 
is it to this hour, in any reſpe& materially encreas'd 
with regard to thoſe of our enemies. If Don Bucarel- 


li had deftin'd his friend Ignacio Madriagara and his 


ſquadron for your channel inſtead of Falkland Iſland, 
the king of Spain would not have dilavowed the 
action of his officer; and the convention, bad as it 
is, if he had granted you any other, would have 
been quite of a different nature; it is. therefore to 
be wiſhed, that our macaroni miniſters do not intend 
to put your ſhips out of commiſſion, and diſmiſs 
your ſailors, upon the merit of the wonderful con- 
yention, in order to leave you defenceleſs ; if they 


do, every man of them ought to be pencils as a 


traitor to his king and country, till the whole 
junto is deſtroyed, by the ax and the cord. No- 
thing can be plainer, if guilty of this enormous 


1 treachery, 
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treachery, than that their intent is to ſell you 
downright. Your preſervation from the eminent 
dangers, before recited, was entirely owing to the 
weak and puſſilJanimous conduct of the Spaniſh 
miniſtry, blended in the mixed intrigues of love 
and politics prevailing at the French court, which 
has, as yet, render'd the French plot tedious in 
being brought to perfection, but which is ſtill in 
agitation there; this, and this alone, has to this 
juncture fſav'd your king and country from feeling 
the effects of their atrocious deſigns upon both: 
which, a ſhort time will evince by their taking 
off the maſque, and renewing their inſults, to carry 
their ſchemes into execution. 


Old Lewis the XIVth. if he had been above 
ground, had finiſhed your deſtruction before this 
time, under ſimilar circumſtances; therefore take 
care to be prepar'd in time, to prevent the execution 
of their deſigns. If your defence and property 
had been in defending or offending a county elec- 
tion; how to corrupt a city, or a borough; our 
notable miniſters would have long ſince beat them 
from one ocean to the other; ; tho' the fort of our 

national 


c * ] 

national ftrength is gone to decay. Pray aſk 
theſe wiſeacres of miniſters, for what reaſon does 
the French king keep up an army of upwards of 
200,000 in time of peace; in war 400,000, - His 
miniſters will tell you, that it is to give weight, 
ſtrength and power to his crown, make his ne- 
gociations with other powers firm and ſolid, and 
the only method to preſerve peace; half his force kept 
up in time of peace, is a good precedent for us to 
keep up half our Heger which lies in our navy, 
for the ſame period. 


Aſk the emperor of Germany, why he keeps fo 
great a body of troops, on foot in time of peace: 
his miniſters will tell you the ſame; that is, to keep 
his enemies quiet and in awe. 


' Aſk the wiſe king of Pruſſia, he will tell you 
the ſame himſelf, without a miniſter ; he will tell 
you, that he will not pin his faith on the promiſes of 
either German, French or any other foreign powers, 
his ſword is his beſt peace maker; obſerve his forces, 
| look at his oeconomy, and look at his revenue. 


And. 
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And aſk theſe judicious miniſters, if we have 


not the ſame reaſon to keep up a proper navy in 


time of peace, as other powers to keep large bodies 


of troops in pay? and if it is not time for them 
to open their eyes on this object? But that your 
national glory and intereſts may not be totally 
aboliſhed, and as it can be plainly and fully de- 
monſtrated that theſe fleets, as appointed by the 
bill for their different ſtations _ fifty- three 
thouſand regiſtered ſeamen, can be maintained and 
ſupported, without any additional charge to the 
public, or encreaſe of taxes, and that Britannia 
can rule the waves; it is deſired, that tlie gentlemen 
at the helm will declare why ſuch a meaſure is 
neglected. Let the macaroni miniſters anſwer, if 
ſuch propoſals were not made to one of them; and 
if this does not take away all objections, and every 


excuſe to fit out theſe fleets, as by this bill is 


_ propoſed, or a much ſuperior one, if neceſſary, on 


the ſame principle, with an augmentation of pay 


of two hundred pounds per annum in time of 
peace, to each captain of a ſhip of the line; and 


one hundred pounds per annum to each captain 


of a frigate, to ſupport the dignity of their ranks, 


as 
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as they can have no expectation of prize money, 


and are at a great expence in fitting out, and; fur- 


niſhing themſelves with neceſſaries ſuitable to ſuch 
an honourable command. I recommend alſo in time 
of peace 25,000 marines” to be ſupported and 


maintained as a uſeful and neceſſary corps; they 
may learn a new exerciſe in the interval of a 


peace, previous to a war; viz. to ſhovel on oc- 


caſion, if the Dons don't behave well, the u 
dollars for public treaſure. | 


Eleventh het 15 in ſupport of the tenth, and 
explains itſelf, ; | 


Twelfth head is bh rote? in the bill. 


Thirteenth head is for you to Wn, and ſhew 
your gratitude to your ſovereign, , for his great love 
and affection towards you, in paſſing ſuch a conſtitu- 
tional bill, wherein his own glory and happineſs are 
the firſt grand objects. 


As to the plans, they will explain their uſes, 


when called for; the heads of them ſhew the deſign 
K and 


„ 
. intent as calculated fot the honour, dignity, 


power and wealth 'of Great Britain; and to detect 


all fraud and deceit in the public money, and 


can be executed with a certainty as true as king 


George the Third, is king of Great Britain, &c. 
Theſe plans are ſo popular in their nature, that nine 
men out of ten throughout the whole kingdom 
will not only applaud, but agree to the meafures, 
for the ſafety of their king, and prefervation of 
themſelves ; which clearly proves a diſintereſted cafe, 


and yet no private emoluments, but what a gene- 


_ rous prince, and a grateful people will amply 
gratify. | 


— 


An account of tranſactions paſſed between Mr. 
Robinſon (Lord N—'s ſecretary) and Mr. Phelps 
(Lord 8 fecretary) in reſpect to the uſes and 


plans of this grand conſtitutional bill, and other. 


0 matters. 


Falling into a political converſation. the latter 
end of laſt May, with a gentleman of my acquain- 


tance in regard to France and Spain, and ſpeaking 


of the ſentiments of a noble carl, who had ſome 


time 


Kt 
r 
Le Eb: oF: =) bh 1 y 


Yor 
3 W 
W 
h 7 
* my 

CI. 

. 
N 

bs 

n 

ve 

14 

0 

4 » 
? : 

” 8 

# 

2 

1 
1 

1 

1 

5 
2 

1 * 
— 
"5 

"1 

. 

pert 

1 

8 2 

* 

Ex 
„ 

pe 1 

"a g 5 

$ "4 

EIS 
75 I 
35 

4 " 
. J 
42 8 

855 ; 

As 

> 

I Cc 

-F; 

oof 5 

1 * 

9 

2 

«+ 

1 

os 

# 

2 

£4 

. 

4 

Wl 
Ek 
= 

25 

5 

WV 

Fs 

Bs 

Nc 

3 

2 

I 

W 

3% 

2 

"8 

— 

* 

TE 

LA 

8 

A 

Z 

2 

3 

10 
wt 
4 
_ 
E 
5 
2 

Ss 

(5 Y 

= Af 

= L_ 

9 

4 

1 

ne 

4 
2 
2 
5 
7 
= 
- * 
© 
- 8 
5 . 
2 
A hy 4 
- 
= 
7 
3 wy 
a 
* 4 
7 
" 3 
, 


. 


5 
2 
A 
*. 
* 
5 


( 35 I 


time before publickly declared, that a blow had 


been given in ſome part of our foreign territories. 
We both concurred that he judged right, firſt by 
my intelligence from Spain, and that of my friend 
and acquaintance from France: my friend in our 
diſcourſe on this occaſion earneſtly recommended 
it to me, and defired T would apply to the mini- 
ſter: upon which I acquainted him, that I had a 
particular regard for lord N—, (as a private no- 
bleman) but no opinion of the junto with which 
he was then connected: as I fear'd, that no good 
ſtep would be taken for a diſtreſſed country, whilſt 
many of them remain d in office. 


The news of Falkland Mand bis taken having 
ſoon after tranſpir d, my friend delivered à letter 
at lord N—'s to acquaint him, that a friend of 
his had ſome plans and ſchemes of great uſe to 
the ſtate, very material for his lordſhip's con- 
fideration: and in a few days after addreſs d ano- 
ther letter, incloſing the plans, and ſent it to his 
lordſhip, with a conſtitutional bill; and propoſing 
an entenſive navy, ſuperior in fee to that men- 


tioned in this bill: upon this application, lord N 
referred 


oa . 4 


"1 z6 1 
| el my friend to Mr. Robi non; to treat on he 
ſubjecls ere ſeyeral interviews between Mr. 
Robinſon and my friend, and many cautionary letters 
were wrote to his lordſhip, and Mr. Robinſon ad- 
viſing to get fleets ready for fear of a further 
ſurprize, and attack upon the. poſſeſſions of the 
crown, in the time of peace: and to have a _ 
fleet to defend us at home and abroad, 
diſguiſe it under the pretence of going to = 
and to attack a certain place as by the . - 
and deſigns, in order to make repriſals, . &c. = 
Mr. Robinſon became deſirous of ſeeing me, made = 
two appointments for that purpoſe, and broke them = 
8 both; my lord went out of town: Mr. Robinſon did = } 
1 the ſame, on which I retired into the country. In 
ö this manner the months of September and October 
elapſed without any buſineſs. In November laſt 
my friend wrote me a line to come to town, that 
| he had fixed a conference with Mr. Robinſon at 
0 : lord N—'s houſe, (at which 1 ſuppoſed my lord n 1 
YZ would have been preſent) on which I came to Lon- 1 
don to attend the appointment: no body at home, * 
or greater buſineſs defeated all hopes of any inter- E | 
| 1 | | i 4 8 'Y 3 


7 - *%. 

EFF 
view on theſe  intereſtihg objects: at length, her- 
ever; on the tlürteenth of January laſt, ar inter- 
view was granted by Robinſon; at which he began 
in begging: pardon for the many diſappointments he 
had given me; telling me at the ſame time, that my 
lord had a great hurry of buſineſs upon his hands, and 
had not been able to attend to the propoſitions. I told 
him dependance and attendance was not my pro- 
vince; that I came to ſerve my king and country; 
that T wanted neither place or penſion, and that 
my fortune render d me Independant; but that, 
however, as I had a generous prince, and a grate- 
ful people to rely upon, if my ſervices had any 


merit, I doubted not of meeting with à oratifica- 
tion. after they were performed; he anſwered and 


ſaid, my plans v were noble and ING; d. my 


"4 3%. 1 > 
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He Dy Ln an explanation: 1 told him, 
that I would give my lord perfect ſatisfaction 
touching the fete when I had a conference 
with , his Jordi ; but was ſurprized at meeting 
the delay and 5g in national affairs of ſuch 


importance as had been laid before him ; adding, 
L that 


(3 3 


that if my lord hadientered upon this busch, * | 
given a hearing, or 87 attention to theſe matters, 
about the latter end July beforementioned ; that 
on or before the month. of December laſt, he might 
have had a cue * "ON venta winks; a 
| Convention. . e | 570. 


"ks rows led, wm 1 howld — a eee 
yo ſoon; with my, lord; but. neither hearing from 
one or the other, I went ſome days after for my 
papers, and was then requeſted to call another 
day. On the ſecond calling had an interview with 
Mr. Robinſon and my papers return d; who told me, 
that my lord deſired his compliments, and was 
much obliged to me for my attention, &c, but that 
a peace was agreed to, and plans for raiſing money 
ſettled; and that my great plan for a fleet as above 
W ned was not in my lord's department; and 
thereupon Mr. Robinſon was pleas d to tell me, 
after the expiration of ſeven months, it lay in ano- 
ther department, and then transfer'd me to lord 


Sandwich, ſaying, he had juſt then paved the way for 
my reception, deſiring me to call upon his lordftip; 


and 


1 
and then eontinued;! that lord Sandwich was a man 
of great abilities for that department: I told him, 
that I could not tell whether I ſhould go, or not: but 

on conſidering the utility it might be of to my 
country, I determined to go; but firſt ſent my 
plan of the fleets, as ſtationed in this bill, and de- 
livered according to date, to be laid before lord 
Sandwich, according to Mr. Robinſon's defice and 
directions. I muſt now return to good lord 
North, to aſk him a few queſtions e to theſe 
facts. * pe tab 55 


Firſt, That his lordſpip may ſay, whether the bill 
ang plans are not worthy, 45 attention of a mi- 
niſter in his department, as ſuppoſing him to be 
nominally, or otherwiſe the firſt miniſter of the 


king 7, {1b | 


Secondly, Whether it is not the province of a 
firſt lord of the treaſury to conſider, and find 
ways and means to raiſe five or, ſix millions 


annually, for ſupport of this navy, or as a great 


ſervice to government, without laying any tax on 
the 


a : 


40 1 
the people, ay incumbrar 


man I ene HEY eie >: 
8 1 een 


10 1 70 | WP * $4 i 


"Thirdly, Whether it is not e province and 
duty of ſuch miniſters, to find 
to bring into the revenue ch mailto meli, 
preventing of ſmuggling; beſides the detriment 
* nation ſuffers, by the pernicious practice being 
counterianced/or cotiniv'd at, through negledt of ex- 
erting the means, and attending to ache * as 


would defeat it ? 


T2? » 


' Fourthly, Whether it is not the province and duty 


of, ſuch lil o find ways 155 means to fave 


the publick money, by preventing the giving of 
large bounties for ſeamen, &c. ' when he might have 
manned one hundred and fifty ſail of n of war at 


leſs expenee. & 


Filthy, Whether it is not the Politte and auch 


of ſuch miniſter to eaſe the people of heavy taxes; 
and take off the duty upon ſoap, tallow and can- 


dles, and to raiſe the ſupplies within the year, 


without 


— 
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„ or high premiuths; 


| the not doing f which 18 following the Reps Z 


of their infamous predeeeſſors in office; and ' ſhews 
no ability, for the miniſters of thoſe days; ſome 
of the ſormer ones have cried out, Damn all poſ- 
** terity what Lam doing will laſt my time. I Have 
4 two good ſupporters, jews and ſtock jobbers | the 
<«-jew'-declares for bribery and üſury; the ſtock 
1 jobber determines to live upon the heart and 
15 bowels One CP Oe be muſt 


' i 5 


1 p . 
a. * x ** 7 'F 


Sixthly, Whether it is not — ——— aud 
duty of a premier, when a plan and deſigns are 


laid before him; and alteady propos d to b effected 


without ſubſidizing, that can maintain twentysfive' 


ſail of the line without any national expence; - which, 
at this very period of time, might be cruizing in 
the Mediterranean ſeas, and have obtained repriſals 
and à carte blanche from Spain, who” violated the 
faith of the laſt treaty, to examine into the merit 
of fuck interfting.gropofciznes.. Ink wes. gb 


(193307 1 ain b i 15420 


All this, Wy good lod, you will pleas to ac- 


count 


©: 42] 8 13 2 
n for 10 your boyereign; „and the OR 
. people of England; why you did not give an au- 
dience to examine the propoſitions as deſired, as au- 
fttentick letters can be produced to certify the facts: 
baut, my lord, you muſt have ſomething in reſerve 
ſutely for your country. Therefore I pray you td 
open your budget: vou are well paid, fulfil your 9 
ſtation For I'ſhowld | imagine the office of lords 
of the treaſury, is ta ſind ſecret ways and mem: to 
ſupport government, atid not ways | F 
drain the peoples pockets, and reduce your country N 
to beggary: r the board is a 5 
diſgrace to the kingdom. 1 | 
918" arimil 5 bas tis 5 ne e emits to nh  - Xx 
ult that gr Jndivia . 
| of is accounts Jenkinſon; that ſecret oracle of politicks; 4 
wonders e W bring fo forth 1 
res 123 1 40 909 * ID | 1 


* 


4 lord, 1 would be aa Rilt am your friend 1 ; 
therefore acquaint your ſovereign in time, of the 3 
dangers hovering over his crown.” You are em- 1 
barked in a leaky ſhip, and a rotten crew; you I 5 
may be aflured you will never weather the lien, = 

with 


AE at LES. 
F > - 


ö 


dog is 


A: 43 12 
ts which the impending clouds threaten pu blick 


tranquillity, nor make a ſafe paſſage through theſe 


duardanell's: quit the helm before the ſtorm burſts 
upon you, and enter yourſelf on board the ig 
IN the FOR, 9 e 8. 


8 crew are Fr pol Hanel; | "oops © 


among others of a Rockingham, Richmond, Shel- 


burne, Verney, Chatham, Cambden, Dodeſwell, 

Croſby, Sawbridge, Oliver, Barry, Bur ke, Wilkes, 
(the poſt of honour in the rear) & c. &c. theſe are 
your able navigators; ; theſe are your true hearts of - 


oak, who will wipe the miſt off the compaſs, conduct 


you along a Lee- ſhore by, which you may eſcape 


ſhipwreck : they will alter the. courſe, and ſteer 
the Britannia by the conſtitutional line of mea- 


ſures, | which will bring her ſafe once more into 
Port; nunc eſt tempus, before the enemy ſtrikes 
you, but do not rely on the nullum tempus, for 
the critical minute once loſt is ſeldom to be re- 


called. 


pena: MF: 88 lord Srndivichs 1 am transſer d over 
to you, as the preſent 1 ne plus ultra in naval affairs. 


I ſent 


/% 


time of peace, . to. Ms, Robinſon's, dir . 
| rection, from. lord North, to be maintained without 
any national expence, if you had thought, fit: vou 
received it, you have, 1 preſume, conſidered it, and 
vou deſir d my friend to call on your ſecretary 
Phelps for an anſwer, which he did; and was told 
by your” ſecretaty, that hie "ohjedtibn was bn to 
the 1 er of ſeamen. Surpriz d at this anſwer, $ 
which "ſectn'd to a that Jour Iorditip would . 
agree to have ſhips without men for public ſervice, 
and unable to com ene this new broach'd ſyſtem : 
of politics, tho I cannot help ſaying I have ſeen 
others as "myſteriouſly inconſiſtent in A An ch, * 
F'thereupon went to your ſecretary with my friend; 
this ſecretary having in the intervals chang d his idea," 
as Timagin'd, then told me, that the fleet was 60 
large, and the number of ſeamen too great; and 
that theſe were your Jordſhip's 8 ſentiments; 1 rephy d, 
it ſignify d nothing to you, or to him, as tlie ex- 
** did not create any national charge. 


Upon this reply, Mr. 1 began again, by 
laying,” Sir, _— to _ ue for explana- 


? 


? 11 Vg. 71 | J. 2 — tion; 


L 4s ]} 
tion; I told him if I did, your lordſhip and him- 


ſelt wou'd,' then be as wiſe. as I, was, or preſum ed 
to be, in this particular. Then aſking, him what 
gratification wou'd be aſſur d me, in caſe I laid 


open the plan, and prov d it eligible and effectual: 


I told him, to acquaint your lordſhip with my zeal 


for his majeſty is ſervice, by aſſuring you, that fa the 
whole band of placemen and penſioners, would 
ſign an inſtrument to ſerve their king and country 


for. ſeven, years gratis, I would: be the firſt to ſign 


ſuch an agreement, tho not upon the ground with 
either: and that if a proper gratification was agreed 
on, I would inſtantly . open. this, and other plans, 
to the emolument of 14 Nate, .and- ſhew what I 
had propoſed to be' eligible, clear and practicable: 
therefore I expected a gratification if I demonſtrated 


and prov'd the e as above, but not a 


. if I fail d. 


| Your DS 22 no objection to this) pro- 
poſition, wrote on the back of the plan the fol- 
lowing words; viz. If this plan can be prov d 


practible as deſcrib'd, what reward or gratification 7 


may the Nee of this plan expect; 5 and telling 
| N me 


a 


* 


1 45 | 1 


me chat he would lay the plan and propot 
you,” he Gefir d me to call on him in a nh 49. to 5 
receive an anner. 2 FL 1 N 217 12 . 02 | 


VS 2 N ? 4 GS ” * — 
318 4.7 " 7 5 Þ N f „ I» > * # 3 ws : 89 
32 4 #4 1 * 
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In have Foil” or be ab A, 7: went an 
wy fectetiry, who told me that you had perus'd 
Jam confider'd'the plan and propeſitions ;' but that 
no gratification would be offer d or given, unleſs 
1 Would firſt diſcloſe the ſecret for performing the 
Plan, and chat this was your lordſhip's anſwer : 
my brains, my lord, are not ſo eaſily twitch'd 
out of my bead, for your lordſhip to take the 
(loaves and fiſhes, and leave my merit unrecom- 
'peofed, as if the fervice really and W 
2 own, _ © He . ? ha i 30 0% dene £1 


l i £2 1 
1 * 2414 # * p :. * 


1 taht fo gat a « lick as your „ lordffip 
is aid to be; a man that has jump'd fore and aft, 
from , poſt to pillar in offices; a man employed in 
foreign embaſſies, and diſtinguiſhed j in that of aix- 
le- chappelle, wou'd have ſeen into the good i in- 
tentions and great advantages reſulting to the na- 
tion, by. ordering fuch fleets to be fitted out and 
ſtationed as PR at by the plan: tho they were 

to 


* 


to be maintained at a national expence, eſpecially 
at à time when the French and Spaniards ; and 
even our nearer friends and neighbours the Dutch, 
are making ſuch formidable preparations, and aug- 
mentations in their maritime forces, in the time 
of profound peace, as we are in vain taught to be- 
lieve: I thought, I fay, that your lordſhip wou'd 
have paid fome attention to the propoſitions on this 
head, and atleaſt enter'd thereon, by fixing, or pro- 
poſing ſome. price or recompence, for the merit 
of the projector, or performer of ſuch ſervice, if 
the plans were demonſtrated and prov'd : they were 
ſurely worthy of examining, and deſerving an in- 
terview, with the perſon” who propos'd them, to 
hear what he had to fay in ſupport of them ; and 
to anſwer any objection, that might be ſtarted on 
the ſubject, if you had the buſineſs at heart, and 
the happineſs and ſecurity of the nation in view: 
but to his amazement nothing of this kind happen'd; 
on the contrary, your lordſhip ſeem'd to avoid the 
occaſion, and to deny him ſuch opportunity, by 
declining to ſee him, as if you were afraid of being 
convinc'd of the truth of the facts he propos d to 


elucid ate and prove. 


It 


* 


tat 


"If you are capable of preſiding for any time at 
th board where you are 'now-plac'd, you ought 
to know; that no leſs a number of ſhips according 
to each ſtation muſt be or ſhould be kept up in 
time of peace, if we intend any longer to be a 
maritime power, and prevent our rivals from en- 
croaching on our trade, and ure our rfarcigh or 


domeſtic poſſeſſions, s. 


3 The preſent ſituation of our = au of our ate 
matters, and in truth our national politics, are not 
to be follow'd in theſe times of danger, according 


to the old ſyſtem; as the greateſt powers of Europe 
have form d confederacies, and arc now actually 


combin d againſt us, in the deepeſt and moſt ſecret 
ſchemes and projecis for our ruin; for it is in pro- 

portion to the dangerous powers, we are to contend 
with for ſelf. preſervation, for our aris & focis, and 
the exigencies of the caſe, that we ſhould provide 
not only to defeat the dangers that threaten us by 
conquering them, but to ſecure and preſerve the 
poſſeſſions we may acquire, by our victories when 
obtain d; if your lordſhip does not concur in this 


idea with me, what will the nation think of you, 
Suffer 


Suffer me then, my lord, to age" you to ſatisfy 
your ſovereign, and the people of Great Britain, 
why you did not enter on the plan, and anſwer the 
1 now put to 3 for each fleet? 

Firſt, The American N by 112 bill A 
ſixteen ſhips of the line, ten frigates, two bombs, 
two fire ſhips; inſtead of which it ought to be 
twenty-five fail of the line; but I curtail 'd it to in- 
duce your lordſhip. to enter on buſineſs: every 
man knows the vaſt extent of our American coaſts, 
and their iſlands. The Spaniards have never leſs in 

thoſe ſeas than from ſixteen to eighteen ſail of the 
line, and fit for ſea, beſides they build many ſhips 
in thoſe parts continually. The French have never 
leſs than ſix or ſeven ſail of the line in America. 
How can you then pretend to protect your iſlands, 
your fortreſſes, your ſettlements, your navigation 
for preſerving your merchants ſhips, effects, and 
their commercial intereſts, which is the wealth of the 
kingdom: without a ſuperior fleet, all muſt go 
to ruin, and the only 1 trade we ſhall have leſt, be 
carried away, or taken from us, as is now doing i in 
all the other parts of the world by neglect, before 
O | any 
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[ 50 * 
any ſuccours arrives, 1 ſuppoſe vou intend. FI 


| an ad miral with four, or. five ſhips, of the line, and, 


as many frigates during, A Peace: upon a rupture 
he is to run away, unleſs you can make four or fave. 
ſhips beat ſixteen or eighteen ; if ſo, your political 


9 is better than mine; therefore give the 


publick an account of the uſe of four or five 


ſhips, how to be relieved i in time, and whe, and 
where ? 


Note, Such a | preparation will be [IR a : buck- | 
ram fleet, only for SFPENCE.. Ft tr te 


The next ſquadron is the Mediterranean, con- 
ſiſting of fourteen ſail of the line, five frigates, one 
bomb, one fire ſhip, curtail'd at preſent as in the 
bill, but which ſhould be twenty-five ſail of the 
line at leaſt, if intended to do any good for the 


nation, and to be commanded by an admiral of 4 


political underſtanding, as well as his being an 


expert and good naval officer: this ſtation requires a 
ſeeret intelligence from the continent either in peace 
or war, with full diſcretionary orders to engage 
or deſtroy the naval power of any ſtate, which ſhall 


preſume 


1 EW 


© preſume to combine in a junction to a „ 
| fleetʒ and not ſuch orders as poor Haddock had, _— 
to let the French. and Spaniſh, fleets join and not 
engage. I ſuppoſe, my lord, you think 2 or ſeven 
ſhips of the line enough for theſe ſeas: What pro- 1 
tection are they for Mahon, or Gibraltar? What pro- "J 
tection. ts the Turkey; Italian, Portugal and Afri- 
can trade? you will ſay, the trade want none, becauſe 
already loſt The want of a ſuperior navy in thoſe 
ſeas is the cauſe of this- loſs; what uſe is your 
ſquadron of againſt fourteen or fiſteen ſail of the 
line in Toulon; four or five at Carthagena; four- 
teen or fifteen fail at Cadiz, as beforementioned. : 
Encore a buckram fleet for expence. 


Now had you twenty-five fail of the line at 
Mahon or Gibraltar, or cruizing in thoſe ſeas, none 
of the enemies ſquadrons dare attempt to join; for 9 ; 
the French have no buſineſs) in a Spaniſh port, 'nor 
the Spaniards in a French port; they might ſail in 
time of peace from one port to the other of their 
own, but they muſt be looked after: beſides, our 
ſpies in thoſe courts in time of peace or war, can give 


early intelligence to any fleet when in the Medi- 
terranean; 


- * 
1 . 
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tteerranean 3 but for FAY? to come here, then A 
fleet to be manned, then fail for the Mediterranean, 


the blow is given 


n by the enemy, and they go where 
they pleaſe, before 1 can be ING 0 


ade pour . er project. OL e * Sele 


19 1 


_ * 1 
1 155 ert 9. 1 
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Mok wh lord, L give your au and " pub- 
lick, a reaſon why, or in what view you objected 
to this fleet as by the bill? I think, my lord, it hath 
been ſaid in a public place by ſomebody,” det them 
take Gibraltar, it can be retaken; but how, and 
when, and at what expence is not within your 
knowledge or mine: poſterity, as well as the preſent 
race of Britons, will ſeverely experience the lofs- 
before the acquiſition is made, if ever; ſo that this 
fleet it muſt be conſeſs d, is moſt material to preſerve : 


a LNCS "1 wee in Rk . 


* 


ſiſting of twenty-five fail of the liine, twelve frigates, 
twenty cutters, two bombs, two fire ſhips, curtail'd 


as above, but ſhould be thirty-five ſhips of the line. 


An able officer in your lordſhip's department would 
ſtation this ſquadron in the time of peace, VIZ. 
Twelve 


be next erden is the channel ſquadron, con- 


Is 


3s 7 Fg | . 1. 13 56. J | 1 5 ; 
Twelve at Milfofd Haven, Nich port ought to be for- 


tified, and to have good docks. 3 4 1 
Ten at Plymouth. | 1 


J Oo 


*, 
I. 
hs 


Five at Chatham. 


+ Three frigates, and three cutters, to bock into | Breſt 


harbour every day, if wEther permits, and the ſame at Ca- 
diz and Ferrol : ready of not ready, you are ready for them, 
The Breſt fleet is generally twenty-three or twenty-four fail 


of the line upon augmentation: my lord, give a reaſon, to the 
publick why, or ſay from what motive you objected againſt 

the channgl ſquadron, as by the bill ; and what force you 
think ſufficient to defend the right, title, property, peace and 


quiet of your king, and of your country, now called Great 


Britain; but which ſeems to be in danger to be called a pro- 
vince of France, by neglect and miſconduct; or whether you 
truſt their ſafety and defence, to French faith or Spaniſh 
| honour: on this laſt defence your ſovereign i is not ſafe upon 


his throgey/ nor his ſubjects in their lives and properties; 
neither can be content or ſatisfied that the French and Spa- 


niſh courts ſhould ume to limit our a or oblige us 


to take their words. 
Therefore prepare for che worlt, and be not frightened at a 


French rat, or a Spaniſh toledo. The next ſquadron is the 
Eaſt India ſquadron, no leſs material than any of our other 
fleets; the particular ſervice of which ſhall be mentioned 


in a further publication. 
But, my lord, if you neglect to ſupport theſe ſquadrons,” as 


by the bill and the a a z, and meal remain in office 


0 for 


£ nf : i San e oper ag Gets * e „ 1 
wün which yot are inveſte# by the nature” of ar 1 _ 
ſot the benefit and happineſs of the nation; your chemy * 4 - 
i 1 give yon fuch an ung ectec * blows as will be fatal to 
K 85 ny ., Four King. and country. % Eg” RS. oo 
If nbcetnit) mould A on '# vat, and Sa lordſhiy- - = 
dan Eee aakeg care romerend te ine dumber and Rations' © 9 
the, fleets; as by the explanations to the bill, it will de 
ewn how the Mets of Great Britain, which have hitherto | 
1 Preſerveg che ente of the feas, can be hy an eich augen- 
tion invrraled' h chat natura' ſtrength, willch i ans 
"uh r to fieep out-enemic out of the: ocean: Thisey de 
*- rhovght pfcfomptious | to aſfert, but fac will e, 
Thus Britons, I hope, 1 Have ſtated thermarter for your — wh 
| + bation and fatitfations as to my lygdſs it is immaterial to- 
1 . * There Wye, however, one; object left for your: Lie 
hit and Which js highly utzterial, viz. That che f 
5 ; 2 Meateſt mis fortones that this nation now labours TH 
nder, is chat Al ovr poligicksfire centked i mõdwebf elee- 
N Ta: ien! in pagliarnent.” 9 151 


78 NS in. orflet to have a” 
"You muſt infiſt to have annual or triMhial parliaments, - 
this reſo 


8 x intend gp preſerve the name of free Irĩtons 
* 5 fo Fa conquer Er nce n —_ | 
5 Bak if F corruption 1s k | prevail, rather. than'fM into the”, 
\ A - hindgof your conimob enemy, or the rick of Stuarts + =o 
Naves, and looſe your religion and properties; Alter Var" 1 
\ coniſtitut; 8 abolich all parliamen and ak the . 1 4 | 1 
: : narchy of te Ws oc 227 1-1 -- 
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